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SUBJECT: GOT RECONCILIATION WITH THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

REF: LOME 1965 

IN WHAT APPEARS TO BE FINAL ACT OF THE YEAR'S CHURCH-STATE DRAMA, 
ARCHBISHOP DOSSEH OF LOME HELD WELL PUBLICIZED RECONCILIATION 
WITH PRESIDENT EYADEMA SEPTEMBER 8. AS IS USUAL PRACTICE HERE, 

THE GOVERNMENT DID NOT COMMENT ON THE MEETING, BUT LET THE ARCH- 
BISHOP TALK TO THE PRESS. IN ELLIPTICAL STATEMENT HE PRAISED 
EYADEMA FOR HIS DEDICATION TO DIALOGUE AND RECONCILIATION AND 
APOLOGIZED IF CHURCH'S OMISSION (ABSENTEISME) HAD CONTRIBUTED 
TO MISUNDERSTANDING IN BISHOP KPODZRO AFFAIR. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS 
GOT WILL ALLOW KPODZRO TO TAKE UP HIS DUTIES AT AAKPAME AND PAY 
FOR THE REPAIR OF DAMAGES TO CATHEDRAL THERE. WE ASSUME RPT 
WILL TONE DOWN ITS CRITICISM OF IMPERIALISTS IN CLERICAL 
ROBES. EMBASSY ALSO INFORMED THAT CHURCH MILITANTS FEEL 
ARCHBISHOP WENT TOO FAR IN APPEASING GOT AND THAT UNTIL CHURCH 
WILLING TO STAND UP AGAINST GOT ABUSES-E.G., FORCED NAME CHANGES 
AND VIOLENT OPPOSITION TO KPODZRO CONSECRATION-INCIDENTS WILL 
CONTINUE TO OCCUR. 
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